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Objectives |

cRecoghnize the
importance of
religion in
anthropology.

°|dentify. certain key

terms related to most

religions

cDiscuss how religion
connects 1o our
“stories®

oferms: =

oReligion
c-Supernatural
oRitual
°cPrayer
oScripture
cProphet

o Cult
cMonotheist
oPolytheist

o Atheist

o Agnostic
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at is folklore?

‘What types of “stories™ are part
ofit?

bel
o-Toa

cHow. do those stories affect our

iefs?
ay.we look at the way: stories

bot

h define and refine our beliefs,

and also become both part of
them and illusirate them




losingiMydReligion
oHow,would YOU define “religion:2

o[n!anfhropology, religion may.be
defined as...

oReligion

oSet of beliefs and practices
cExplain supernatural,

oProvide morals, ethics, and
meaning of life
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S'uperhafural

oSupernatural

cThings ovtside of nature (or “natural laws?)
cUnexplained phenomenon = anyihing
from ghosts o gods.

ocReligious beliefs generally deal with
matters thought fo be sacred or spiritual.

cThey.include ideas about the nature of the
world and the place of human beings in .

cOffen used fo EXPLAIN THE WORLD. OR OUR
PLACE!IN. [Tl
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Thouéhts ‘

cThough there are as many. religions'as
there are cultures, there are also
certain things that most have in
common, like myths, but also...
oRitual

oSymbolic Actions
oPraver

cAn expression fowards an object of
worship







ProDhel

o[n addifion, there are the ways religion!is
passed along and lead...

eScripiure

cSacred wrilings to a religion
oThe Bible, The Quran, the Book: of Mormon,
the Bhagvad Gitta, Torah, efc.
cProphet

cPerson belleved to have authority. to
speak for the divine

c Offfen leaders, or modiiiers, of religion

ocMoses, Buddha, Muhammad, Confucius,
Joseph Smiih, Dalal Lama, efc.
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cThere are many. examples of World Religions
(those praciiced by millions), the “Big Five?
being Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism,
Christianity, and Isiam

o Buthwhat about the smaller ones?

Cult
cRelatively. small group of peopie havin
rellgloush{)ellefs oA .
cOffen regarded by others as sirange

cSo... didnt most religions staris as “culis*2
And are there those who would call
something a cull, and others a religion?.




Religiosity,
°33% are some fype of Christian
°24% are Muslims
013% are Hindus

praciice shamanism, animism, or

other,folk religions
°6% are Buddhists

°2% belong to other world religions:
Baha’l, Confucianism, Shintoism,
Sikhism, Jainism, or Taoism

o1% is Jewish
o15% are non-religious




M Catholicism
= 8%%‘{’%3% Christianity
 Protestantism
M Sunnism
M Shiism Islam
0 otherlslam
M Hinduism
I Judaism
= Chinese religions, incl. Daoism
Theravada
Mahayana Buddhism
m Vajrayana

I other religions L
M no reliable information v



Donilbeyvehlaheist!

o*Theo” in Lalin means “god™ and
many,terms to separate types of
religions come from that-...
ocMonotheist
cBelieve In a singular God / higher
POWEr
o Christianity, Islam, Judaism, efc.
oPolvtheist
cBelleve in mulliple gods / higher:
POWErS
oBuddhism, Hinduism, Norse, efc.




DonilbeYscenlamnaist

cAtheist

cDon’t believe In the existence of a
God / higher. power
cAgnostic

oA person who believes nothing can
be known about deity (God) or

divine
o Ofiten refermred to as “don’t know, don/t

care”




Where the world's atheists live
Share of people who say they consider themselves "a convinced atheist"
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0% - 4%

5% - 9%
® 10% - 19%
@ 20% - 29%
@ 30%-39%
@ 40% - 49.9%




Whatz .

oReligion is one of the universals of human
culiure.

offt @xplains fhe unknown and helps
people cope wiih siressful evenits, and for.
many. gives their life purpose, meaning,
and direcfion.

cMost religions share ceritain things in
common, including myiths, supernatural
beings, religious practices such as rituals,
and ideas about right and wrong.

olike other aspects of culiure, religion
can change.
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